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fune AncidavLc, you stace thac a thorough -- the last 
lentence of it -- a thorough search has uncovered no oth^ 
lacerial concerning the spectrographic resting of the meta 
;mear on the curbing. l>Hiat was the nature of the search that 
rou made? 

A. I don’t, offhand, know what search I made then. 

Q. Do you recall that you called Agent Heilman? 

Yes, I do. Yes, I do. I remember talking to * 
lim on the phone from Florida. 

I 

Q. Who was in Florida? 

A. He was. 

♦ 

Q. He was. And what did you ask him? 

A. r remember asking him if he had any idea where a; 
spectrographic plate could be. j 

Q. And what did he say? : 

A. He told me that he didn’t remember what he did \ 

I 

^ith the plate. Basically, that is my recollection of it. | 
Chat it might have been put in the plate drawer which caused 
It to be subsequently destroyed. 

Q. Put in a plate drawer? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What’s the plate drawer? 

A. It’s a drawer you put plates in. 

Q. Is it also called a file or what is it, where 
Ls it -- describe it for me, please. 

A. It’s a drawer in which you put spectrographic 

plates in. 

Q. Now, are these glass plates? 
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A. Yes, chey are. 

Q. And they're different, therefore, than the photo-l- 

! 

;raphs or the photopLates chat you were calking about earlier? 
i.re there two (2) different types of spectrographic places? 

A. Well, there are many, many, many types of spec- • 

1 

:rographic plates. 

Q, Allright, the ones made in this case. Are they ! 

;lass or some other... j 

! 

A. They are glass. j 

Q. Allrighc. And they're kept in a drawer where? 

A. After .they * re used -- or, I mean, after they're 



ixposed? 



lade. 



Q. After Che test is made, yes. After the test is ; 



MR. COLE; Are you talking about places in this 

I 

:ase or plates, generally? j 

MR. LESAR; In this case. I 

MR. COLE: Allright. ’ j 

A. Well, the plates in this case... , 

Q. Let's talk about -- okay, do it, generally, first 
and Chen we'll take this case. Generally, where are the plates 
stored? 

A. In a plate drawer. 

Q. *0kay. Where is the plate drawer located? 

A. It's in the room where chey do Che emission 
spectrography in the F.B.I. Laboratory. 

Q. Okay. In this case, what happened Co them? 

A. Plates were put in one of the drawers that I 
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in che box. 






earched Co find macerials in this maccer -- in che box. 

Q. Okay. This is different chan che two (2) file j 
abinecs you were talking about earlier. 

A. No; ic's noc. 

Q. They were in that file cabinet? 

A. Yes. Yes. 

Q. All of the spectroplates in this case were in 
hose file cabinets that you testified earlier that you 
earched? , 

A. All the plates that I found in this case were 
.n that file cabinet: 

Q. Allright. Now, did you consider it unusual that* 
^ou did not find a plate for the curbstone, **Q609"? 

, I 

A. I had no feeling whether unusual. I wanted to 

I 

‘ind one because it was, obviously, the sample was burned, 

i 

!0 I know that there should have been a plate created. ^ 

Q. liThat did Agent Heilman suggest to you? Did he 

•* .4 ■ 

lake any other suggestion as to where it might be? 

A. Any other suggestion than what? 

Q. Than -- I think you testified that he said it 
[light be in the spectro drawer. 

A. I don't remember him suggesting that. I thought 
le suggested that it was thrown away. That was the only 
suggestion he gave me. That if it wasn't with all the Kennedy^ 
Assassination plates, that it would have been destroye 
Q. Did you believe that explanation? 

A. Of course, l’ did. 

Q. You didn't consider it unusual chat just one 
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1) place would be thrown away? 

A. Well, this was done compleCely at a different 
ime and by a different examiner that did all the other work 
n this case and he may not have attached his plate to where 
he other plates were. 

Q. Well, what would he have done with it. 

A-. Put it in the plate drawer with all the other 

ases. 

Q. Aren't you -- aren't they -- aren't -- isn't the 
.B.I. required to keep plates for a certain amount of time? 

A. Yes. . 

i 

Q. How long is that? | 

A. Whatever the memorandum of destruction says, 

i 

hich, I think... ' | 

I 

Q. Would you say five (5) years? i 

A. No, I don't know what it says. 

I 

Q. Aad if the plate were removed from that file | 
[rawer, would there be a record of that? 

A. What do you mean removed from the file drawer? 

Q. Well, if somebody takes the plate, I assume 
:hat somebody just can't go in and take it home with him or 
lomething without making a record. 

MR. COLE: Mr. Lesar, are you talking about within 

:he period before the destruction mandated by the F.B.I. 
lemorandum? 

MR. LESAR: At any time. 

A. There is no ‘record maintained as to when a place 
Ls removed from the plate drawer. 
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Q. Okay. Is chere any record chat muse be main- 
;ained as co che destruction of a plate? 

A. No. 

Q. You can destroy the plate without making any 
•ecord of it? 

A. Record is made of the plates that were created 
»rior to a certain date are destroyed. 

Q. Okay. Now, do you destroy plates in an open 

:ase? 

A. I don't destroy plates. 

Q. Does anyone at the F.B.I.? 

A. We don't destroy any records any more. 

Q. Okay. Would you have destroyed them at any 
:ime since the Assassination of President Kennedy? 

A. Any plates -- the plates in the Kennedy case, 
you're calking about? 

Q. Yes. 

MR. COLE; When you say, would you have, are you 
speaking of Mr. Kilty or the F.B.I.? 

MR. LESAR: Would Che F.B.I.? 

A. Well, again, are you assuming the Kennedy^c^sj 
is an open case? 

Q. Well, to the best of my recollection, Che 
Director of the F.B.I. declared chat it would always remain 
an open case and I know of no one who has declared that it was 
a closed case. 

A. Well... 

Q. As a matter of fact, the F.B.I. just recently 







- 93 - 



I . 

2 i 

I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

13 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 






.nciced exemption... 

MR. COLE; Rather than having testimony on this 
iubject, why don't we have a question to the witness. 

Q. Mr. Weisberg's -- alLright, did you ask Agent 
leilman if he destroyed it? 

A. No, I didn't. 

I 

Q. Did you ask him who might have destroyed it if i 
le didn't? . ! 

I 

A. No. I 

I 

Q. Did you make any investigation to determine who ' 
light have destroyed- it? 

A. Yes. j 

Q. What did you find? ' 

A. I just -- my investigation involved determining j 

j 

^hat the time limit was on destruction of spectrographic \ 

I 

Dlates, thinking that could have been one of the possibilities! 

I 

IS to what happeniffid to the plate, : 

i 

Q. Well, now, what would have happened -- at the j 

cime the plate was created, it would have been filed some- | 
Inhere, is that correct? 

A. Yes. i 

Q. Allright. It would have been filed with the ; 

1 

ocher spectrographic plates, would it not? ! 

A. I wish it had been. Obviously, it wasn't. ‘ 

J 

Q; Well, how do you know that? • 

I 

A. Well, it*s true, I don’t know that of my own 
nind whether that was done at the same time as the other 
plates . 
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A 



Q. Okay. Mow, if it were filed wich che ocher 
laces , ic would be most unusual if Chat place, alone, were 
esCroyed, would ic noC? 

MR. COLE: You're assuming che hypochecical , Mr. 

i 

esar? 

MR. LESAR: Yes. 

A. I agree chat iC would be unusual Co have one (1) f| 






lace destroyed. 

Q. Almost sinister. 

MR. COLE: Objection, Mr. Lesar. 

Q. Mr. Weisberg made a request for spectrographic 
reports back in 1966. Would that have prevented destruction , 
)f such a plate? 

A. I have no idea what was going on- with Mr. Weis- j 
* s request in 1966 — — what that caused or anything about : 

Lt. . I 

Q. Wasn't it -- isn't it true that the F.B.I. had 

a regulation that materials chat had been requested under the , 
Freedom of Information Act could not be destroyed? 

A. I don't know. 



t V 



Q. You've never been made aware of any such regu- 



.ation? 



A. No . 

Q. Did you call it -- did you ask Agent Heilman 
le was former Agent at this tine r- did you ask him about 
ipeccrographic notes for "Q15" -- or, excuse me, for "Q609", 

:he curbstone? 

A. I don*t know. You have a copy of the memoranduni.l 
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"hy don't you look at that and I think you can get... 

Q. You don't recall whether or not you did? j 

A. My recollections are put down on that memorandum 
'hich was made contemporaneously with the phone call. 

Q. Allright, could you give this an Exhibit number?; 
MR. COLE; This is Exhibit 15? C 

Q. Okay. I direct your attention to a sentence , 

I 

rhich says that an exhaustive search of pertinent files and ; 

I 

itorage locacions has not turned up the spectrographic plates j 

I 

lor the notes made therefrom -- refers to the plates and notesj 

I 

)f the examination of the curbstone > spectrographically . Did 
rou ask Mr. Heilman about his notes? | 

A. r don’t recollect if I did or not. 

I 

Q. Would this memorandum indicate that you did? | 

, i 

MR. COLE: Objection. I think the memorandum 

speaks for itself. 

Q. Well, you prepared this memorandum, didn’t you? 

f 

A. Yes, I did. 

Q. Yes. And you indicate that -- in here -- that 
there had been a search for the notes as well as for the plate 
A. Yes. 

Q. And that you had not turned them up. 

A. That’s right. 

Q. Okay. \^at is usually done with the Agent's 
notes? Where are they stored. and kept? 

A. In this case or in any case? 

Q. Well, let’s .take this case. Where were they? 

A. Some were sent to central records files in the 
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in tile and ochars were in part of che cwo (2) drawers -- 
Cwo (2) file cabinecs in che F.B.I. Laboracory. 

Q. Allrighc. Now, were the ones that were in che 
to (2) drawers in Che F.B.I. Laboracory duplicacive of che 
les sene Co General records or were chey differenC? 

A. Boch. 

Q. Both. So ChaC cencral records did noc concain 
Ll of Che noces on Che speccrographic examinacions . 

A. Thac plus a lot of other things it didn't con- 

lin. 

Q. Okay. This refers Co an exhauscive search of 
ertinent files. What pertinenC files did you search? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. What files could you have searched? 

A. Ones that I thought were pertinent. , 

Q. Well, what files could be pertinent? You're 
ooking for spectroplates and for notes. Let's just take 
pectroplates . What files could be pertinent? 

A. I think you're probably using the term, file, 
here in --no, I used storage locations, too, so, the Kennedy 
ile, the Oswald file, parts thereof. They would be the two 

2) logical files to search. 

Q. Allrighc. Did you look in all Sections of the 

'.B.I. Laboratory and all the Units of Che F.B.I. Laboratory? 

A. No . 

Q. Did you consult all of the examiners who have 
)erformed speccrographic plates abouc where chey might be? 

A. Heiberger, Heilman and Gallagher were consulted j ^ 
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A. Yes. 

Q. 14hac was their reaction? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q. Were they disturbed by it? 

MR. COLE: The question has already been asked. He 

nswered that he did not remember. 

MR. LESAR: I'm trying to refresh his recollection. 

A. Well, I have no recollection at all of the re- 

ponse I got when I asked the question, where's the curbstone 

, 1 

lace. 

Q. Did they suggest -- the other examiners other 
han Heilman suggest any place you might look? . 

A. I'm not — I don't recollect whether if they 
lid or not. I mean they were helpful. I certainly didn't 
;eC any go find it yourself attitude from them or anything , 

.ike that. J 

Q. Did you search any divisions of the F.B.I. other 

:han the Laboratory division? r 

A. Well, I searched material furnished by other 
livisions -- another division, the files division. I don't 
lonsider myself searching a division when I search files that 
ire stored by someone else. 

Q. How about the General Investigative Division? 

A. Spectrographic plates in Che General Investiga- 
:ive Division? 

Q. You are certain they would not be there. 

A. I am certain spectrographic places would not be 
in Che General Investigative Division. 
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aining I 



Q, How about notes and other information pertaining 
to the spectrographic plates? 

A. What about it? 

Q. Would they be in the General Investigative 

Division could they be? ‘ 

i 

A. Only if the serials or the file sections that 
any of that material was in happened, at that time, to be in 

! 

the General Investigative Section for some other matters or 

I 

i^hatever. ^ 

I 

Q. You mean materials would not ever be sent to 
the General Investigative Division? 

i 

A. If they call a section of a file and it happens \ 

^ i 

to have some laboratory material in, it, they*ve got it. So, 
yon know , I don * t know . 

Q. General Investigative Division does have its j 

I 

own files, doesn't it? • 

I 

A. I don't know what they have. j 

Q. Never been there? 

A. I've been in General Investigative Division. i 

They've got file drawers. I don't know what's in those 
drawers. I never looked in them. 

j 

Q. Did you provide every pertinent record relating ' 
to the curbstone testing? 



c 



A. I've provided all the records pertinent or 
impertinent regarding the curbstone testing. 

Q. Let me ask this. The -- are you aware that Mr. 
Weisberg has charged that ‘the curbstone was patched before it- 
as tested by the F.B.I.? 



W( 

w. 
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